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Spring has finally sprung! But instead of enjoying this 
time of the year outside and meeting up with friends, 
most of us are currently spending our days indoors. 
In light of the current COVID-19 pandemic, self 
isolation has become the new trendy (or rather: the 
only right) thing to do. But how are we coping with 
spending our time confined inside our own four 
walls? What can we do to not go insane while staying 
away from our friends and maybe also our family? 
And how are people trying to make the most out of 
this situation? It’s these questions that we want to 
provide answers to on p. 2  and p. 3 of this 
newsletter, where we offer a few tips and tricks on 
how to use the time you’ve got on your hands now 
wisely. And on p. 4, we’ll try to answer the question 
of why it is so difficult for us to constantly stay home. 

 

Let’s have a word (p. 5) 
Best of corona jargon 

 
 

Falling for fame (pp. 6-7) 
Two students reflect on the meaning of fame 

 
 

Cooking Corner (p. 9) 
Lemon drizzle cake to boost your immune system 

 
 

Throwback: Events (pp. 10-11) 
Some of our favourite memories from last year 
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How to fight the quarantine blues 

What might have felt like a long weekend at first has quickly turned into something of a nightmare for many 
of us. After all, being forced to stay inside most of the time can get pretty boring rather quickly. So before 
you find yourself wondering, “What to do or what not to do, that is the question”, here are some of our top 
suggestions for what you can do to conquer boredom.

Read a book 

Reading a book may not be the most creative suggestion, but 
surely one to bear in mind next time you’re experiencing 
cabin fever. Remember that one novel that’s been sitting on 
your bookshelf for ages but that you’ve never had the time 
to actually open? Well, now is the ideal time to finally get 
round to giving it a read! In case you don’t know what to read 
and are in desperate need of some good suggestions, don’t 
forget to check out our book recommendations section in 
this issue! And, while we’re on the topic of reading, let’s not 
forget that many of our local book shops are going through 
tough times at the moment. So why not get your books from 
a local bookstore that offers home delivery instead of order-
ing them off of Amazon? 
 
 

Get yourself an addictive app 

Apps like Candy Crush, Angry Birds and many others have 
frequently been referred to as ‘guilty pleasures’ by many be-
cause – let’s face it – they can be quite addictive and encour-
age procrastination. But in a time where finding a fun way of 
killing time is more desirable than ever, such apps might 
prove to be real life savers, at least when it comes to over-
coming the unpleasant sensation of utter boredom. For 
those of you who are still unsure about whether spending 
your time playing silly games on your mobile phone is actu-
ally a good idea, we’d recommend taking a look at some of 
the more intellectually demanding games out there, such as 
strategy games or apps like World of Words, which exercise 
the old grey matter. And in case that still sounds uninterest-
ing to you, you could give developing your own app a go! 
 



Anglo-Austrian Society  
Österreichisch-Britische Gesellschaft für Steiermark 

https://angloaustriansociety.wordpress.com/ 
 

 
KONTAKTINFORMATION:         BANKVERBINDUNG: 
Heinrichstraße 36/ II          Raiffeisenbank Graz-Mariatrost 
8010 Graz           IBAN: AT153822300006159529 
Tel.: 0316/380-2488          BIC: RZSTAT2G223 

3 

 

Learn a language 

Never has it been easier to learn a language than today. As 
long as you have some time to spare (which most of us have 
at the moment), a good bit of motivation and a reasonably 
stable internet connection, you’re good to go! Whether it be 
through one of the many readily available learning apps, 
such as Duolinguo, Babbel and many others, synchronous or 
asynchronous online courses or simply through watching 
your favourite series in a language you’re trying to learn – 
the options for acquiring a new language are plentiful. So 
why not use the time you have on your hands purposefully 
to apprende una nueva زOنا  to impressionare dine друзья? 
(French – Spanish – Farsi – Italian – Danish – Russian) As long 
as you can’t go places, immersing yourself in a different cul-
ture by learning its language can be a source of comfort. 
 

Rethink social gatherings 

One of the hardest aspects of the lockdown is not being able 
to see your friends and, in some cases, your loved ones. Be-
ing isolated can often be nerve-wracking and being deprived 
of social interaction can even lead to psychological prob-
lems. A possible solution to this is reconsidering the way in 
which we interact socially. Though online interaction cer-
tainly cannot replace face-to-face contact, some of the tools 
and apps on the market actually offer creative solutions that 
provide more stimulating ways of communicating than a sim-
ple phone call. On the one hand, there are various pro-
grammes that allow for face-to-face meetings like good old 
Skype or Google Hangouts, but also other programmes that 
have recently received more attention, such as Zoom or 
talky.io. On the other hand, there are also full-blown ‘party 
apps’ like Houseparty that do not only allow you to video 
chat with friends but also include in-app games. What’s 
more, there are lots of hilarious corona-related memes that 
you can send to your friends to show them that you are 
thinking of them and maybe make them smile. In a situation 
where many people don’t feel like smiling much of the time 
that’s probably one of the most valuable things you can do. 
 

Take an online course 

Have you ever felt like you wanted to learn a new skill, but 
the prospect of investing a lot of time in it made you hesi-
tate? Well, now that you’ve probably got plenty of time on 
your hands, there’s nothing holding you back. Creative writ-
ing, programming, entrepreneurship, soft skills, you name it 
– there are online courses for almost everything. Many of 
them are even free and offered by prestigious universities or 
other well-known institutions, especially so-called MOOCs 
(massive open online courses). Websites like edX offer a  

 
great variety of different courses and handy overviews of 
many of the MOOCs available. Open education, just one 
mouse click away – doesn’t that sound like a promising (and 
most of all: purposeful) way of spending your time at home? 
 

Make lists 

You might be a big list maker already. But even if you don’t 
usually see the point in creating a list for everything, now 
might be a good time to get into list making, especially if 
you’re finding it hard to structure your day. List enthusiasts 
will tell you that you can make a to-do list for literally every-
thing, which might be partly true but not always sensible. But 
a good starting point if you’re feeling unmotivated and le-
thargic might be setting yourself daily or weekly goals and 
writing them down on a piece of paper. Having an actual list 
of things, research suggests, can prove to be a great source 
of motivation as it makes the tasks you set yourself more 
tangible. Another worthwhile idea is to write down things 
you’re grateful for at the moment. This can help you put 
things into perspective and focus on the positive things in life 
– a much needed contrast to the depressing news we’re of-
ten confronted with at the moment. Lastly, one of our fa-
vourite list ideas is making a list of things you want to do once 
the shutdown has ended. Be it having a coffee in your favour-
ite café, going to the gym or simply meeting some of the peo-
ple you haven’t talked to in person for a while, writing down 
these things gives you something to look forward to. 
 

Explore your surroundings 

Another obvious one, but one we shouldn’t forget about. No, 
we’re not suggesting that you go climbing, run a marathon 
or take a mountain bike tour. But every once in a while, you 
will probably just feel the urgent need to aerate your brain 
cells and go for a walk. However, instead of taking your usual 
route, you might as well try changing things up and exploring 
a part of town (or the countryside) you don’t usually go to. 
 

Get creative 

If you talk to cognitive psychologists or brain researchers, 
you’ll frequently hear them lament that, in our fast-paced 
world, people don’t take the time to engage in creative tasks 
often enough. However, it is scientifically proven that many 
creative hobbies, such as playing a musical instrument, crea-
tive writing or drawing and painting, have an incredibly pos-
itive effect on our mental development and also act as a 
great way of switching off and taking your mind off your hec-
tic life. In times where many are feeling anxious and restless, 
taking up a creative hobby might just be the right thing to do. 
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Today I’m gonna spend some time with … me 

You’re sitting here in the boring 
room; it’s just another rainy Sun-
day afternoon during the COVID-
19 pandemic. You’re wasting 
your time; you’ve got nothing to 
do. And you wonder: Why is be-
ing isolated at home so difficult? 

Georg Pickl 

If you want to know about the latest 
trends and stay up-to-date, social me-
dia is probably the best (albeit not the 
most reliable) source of information. 
This also holds true for challenging sit-
uations like the current corona crisis. 
Only a few minutes after the first Euro-
pean countries made ‘social distanc-
ing’ their new priority, we saw a mas-
sive surge in corona-related memes 
being posted to various social net-
works, such as Instagram, Twitter or 
Facebook. And what did the Interweb 
have to say about self-isolation, quar-
antine and co? Well, it turns out stay-
ing away from others is nothing new to 
some social media aficionados. As one 
seemingly introverted Twitter user fit-
tingly put it: “I just found out that my 
normal daily lifestyle is called ‘quaran-
tine’.” But while some seem to be hav-
ing a great time staying away from oth-
ers, not everyone is dealing so well 
with the current situation. Needless to 
say, there are many people out there 
who are actually suffering because 
they are experiencing domestic vio-
lence or feeling swamped by severe 
depression during these times. How-
ever, a great majority of people are 
simply finding it hard to deal with the 
fact that they have to stay home and 
spend time with themselves and, in 
many cases, their ‘loved’ ones. How 
come we’re finding it so difficult to be 
around those who we apparently love 
most, including ourselves? 

It’s probably our otherwise so incredi-
bly fast-paced lifestyles that have 
made us accustomed to being con-
fronted with an endless number of 
stimuli each day. In fact, our world has 
become so fast moving that most peo-
ple are even feeling the need to thor-
oughly plan their leisure time. After all, 
how many of us ever actually take a 
whole weekend off and simply do 
nothing? Presumably, the answer is 
‘very few’. Scheduling every single mi-
nute of our lives seems to have be-
come fashionable; being busy has be-
come ‘cool’. So when we’re suddenly 
forced to radically reduce our number 
of scheduled activities and spend an in-
creasing amount of time on our own, 
we tend to become irritated or even 
frustrated. 

In this light, we have two options: suc-
cumb to frustration or make the most 
of the current situation. In fact, self-
isolation represents a great oppor-
tunity for us to reconsider the way we 
live our lives and how we go about our 
days when we have so much time on 
our hands. One valuable way of spend-

ing that time is getting to know our-
selves better. And although it might be 
frustrating at times to see how badly 
we’re coping with being confined in-
side our homes all the time, it is actu-
ally a valuable experience that can 
help us become more aware of how 
the things we take for granted are ac-
tually a privilege rather than a matter 
of course. Did you ever consider going 
out for drinks with your friends to be a 
privilege? Well, now you probably do. 
Were you genuinely grateful to have a 
job and a regular salary? If you belong 
to those fortunate enough to still have 
an occupation, then now you are. Tak-
ing a step back and re-evaluating these 
things is one of the greatest potentials 
of this crisis – and probably also one of 
the ways in which you can use the cur-
rent situation to practice gratitude and 
learn to cope better with being by 
yourself most of the time. Indeed, fo-
cusing on the things we still have ra-
ther than those that we are missing 
can be a great way of getting through 
this crisis – even though it can still be 
pretty tough at times. 
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Let’s have a word! 

Social change is the ideal motor 
for linguistic change. That’s also 
the case with the current corona 
crisis since people are feeling the 
need to find fitting designations 
for new phenomena. So let’s take 
a look at some of the interesting 
neologisms we have to thank the 
coronavirus for.  

1. covidiot 
We (should) all know that staying in-
side as much as possible is the only 
right thing to do in order to hinder the 
coronavirus from spreading. However, 
there are still some people out there 
who seem to be taking longer than 
others to get this. Therefore, people 
on the internet have come up with a 
term to designate all those who are un-
willing to practise social distancing and 
thus put others at risk: covidiot, a hilar-
ious blend of “COVID-19” and “idiot”.   

2. coronavirus party 
If you’re a bit of a covidiot, you’re 
probably also a fan of so-called ‘coro-
navirus parties’ or ‘lockdown parties’. 
Social gatherings in times of social dis-
tancing do not only sound unreasona-
ble but they can actually turn out to be 
extremely dangerous as the case of a 
Uruguayan wedding shows, at which 
44 guests got infected with the virus. 
So even if you’re a real party animal, 
you should refrain from attending so-
cial gatherings and maybe switch to 
virtual parties instead. 

3. cancel culture 
In fact, sometimes, we don’t even 
need to come up with new words 
when we want to describe new phe-
nomena because there are already-ex-
isting words that can be (mis-)used for 
the new things we want to describe. 
One of these words is ‘cancel culture’. 

Originally referring to the act of calling 
someone out (mostly on social media) 
or shaming them for doing something 
wrong, ‘cancel culture’ has been used 
more and more often by the press to 
describe the fact that, due to the coro-
navirus, culture is literally being can-
celled. So the next time you’re com-
plaining about the fact that your fa-
vourite concert has been cancelled, 
you can moan about the never-ending 
‘cancel culture’ in this country. 

4. quarantine and chill 
While the increasingly popular term 
“Netflix & chill” was originally used as 
a euphemism to describe stay-at-
home dates involving some movie 
watching and potentially more, it has 
developed into a common designation 
for many people’s favourite pastime 
activity: relaxing in front of their laptop 
or TV and binge-watching their favour-
ite series. However, with the corona 
pandemic equivalent “Quarantine & 
chill”, the term is going back to its 
roots: quarantining and chilling might 
well the new way of dating. However, 
unlike “Netflix & chill”, it takes quite 
some commitment. So think twice be-
fore agreeing to come over for some 
movie watching and quarantining fun. 
After all, social distancing together 
with your hook-up could turn out to be 
a bit of a foolish decision… 

5. quaranteens 
One likely consequence of this crisis 
could be a surge in newborns come 
winter. In fact, people have suggested 
that the current crisis could lead to a 
veritable baby boom, similar to the 
one most of the Western world experi-
enced after the end of World War II. 
No matter whether this prediction 
holds true or not (which will depend to 
a large extent on the popularity of 
quarantining and chilling), at least we 

can say that we already have a name 
for it – in case it actually happens. 

6. covidivorces 
On a more serious note, being quaran-
tined with your ‘loved ones’ might turn 
out to be more nerve-wracking than 
expected. We’re just not used to 
spending so much time with our signif-
icant others any more, and sometimes, 
all you need – even in a healthy rela-
tionship – is some distance. So the next 
time you need some ‘partner distanc-
ing’, take a walk on your own and let 
off steam before you end up getting a 
covidivorce. 

7. social distancing 
Why not end with a term that might 
seem like a neologism but has actually 
been around for more than a decade? 
Whilst ‘social distancing’ may be a 
word most of us have not really en-
countered before the current COVID-
19 outbreak, this term has been 
around since the early 2000s as Mer-
riam-Webster dictionary notes. Ac-
cording to the Corpus of Contempo-
rary American English, its usage even 
dates back to the late 90s, though it 
was used in a slightly different way 
back then. However old this term 
might be, social distancing is a  telling 
description of what it refers to: “the 
practice of maintaining a greater than 
usual physical distance from other 
people or of avoiding direct contact 
with people or objects in public places 
during the outbreak of a contagious 
disease in order to minimize exposure 
and reduce the transmission of infec-
tion” (Merriam-Webster). So the next 
time you’re thinking about being a 
covidiot and going to a coronavirus 
party or quarantine and chilling, you 
might want to consider cancel culture 
and resort to social distancing. 
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Falling for fame 

With the coronavirus stealing the show, many celebrities have recently gone through tough times. No longer 
are they the ones saving the country, but they have been replaced by ordinary people like cashiers or nurses 
and doctors. So the celebrity world is facing a never before seen identity crisis. But after all, what does it 
even mean to be famous nowadays? Two students have tried to answer this interesting question. 
 

When fame gets too much 

Oktavian Loibner 

I remember when I was a kid I occa-
sionally thought about what life would 
be like if I was famous, because at first 
it seemed to me like it would be the ul-
timate reward for being extremely 
good at something. However, that 
view of celebrity changed quickly as I 
grew older, because I noticed how fal-
lible celebrities are and how the admi-
ration of my colleagues at school was 
completely disproportionate to the ac-
complishments of the people they ad-
mired. 

I personally dislike the world of celeb-
rities, because it often seems to be su-
perficial and even when a famous per-
son tries to share their personal 
thoughts and reveal they are human 
just like us, those efforts are drowned 
out by the cheers and boos of the pub-
lic so I sort of even feel bad for them. 
Therefore, I don’t hate these people 
for who they are because rising to star-
dom comes with lots of bad influences 
like yes-men, drugs, paparazzi and 
many more.  
There is one prime example that 
comes to my mind when I think about 
instances where celebrities have strug-
gled to cope with the repercussions of 
fame. It is the rapper Marshall Mathers 
better known as Eminem. He has been 
a controversial public figure since the 
beginning of the 2000s and faced harsh 
criticism for his violent lyrics, allegedly 
spoiling America’s youth and inciting 
crime. The public outrage was so great 
that demonstrations against his music 

were even organized. In the mean-
time, Eminem took drugs and people 
could observe that his lyricism started 
to deteriorate on his fifth album in 
2004, called Encore.  

He then took a break from rapping and 
overdosed on methadone in Decem-
ber 2007. After hospitalization he tried 
to get back on his game, but even 
though he managed to get completely 
off drugs, he has never been the same 
since. His music started to be more 
about trying to prove himself, by rap-
ping fast and rhyming complex words. 
He also tried to show that he is facing 
his own personal hardships too and 
tried to share his struggle to show that 
he is an ordinary person like everybody 
else, but his first album since rehab 

started off an endless series of re-
sponses to critics that peaked in 2018 
when he made a whole album’s con-
cept about dissing his critics, because 
his 2017 album was widely rejected. 

To this day Eminem seems to care too 
much about what people think about 
him, so he is really trapped in his own 
legend. If I were him, I guess I’d try to 
not care about the public as much and 
just try to improve myself and be crea-
tive through my music. However, I 
don’t think it is as easy as I’m making it 
out to be because the underlying issue 
with him is, in my humble opinion, a 
clash of two different voices among his 
fans and critics, which he constantly 
tries to address. Some suggest that he 
is the greatest rapper of all time and he 
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basks in their adoration in songs like 
“Rap God”, and others think he is over-
rated or simply too old and discon-
nected to make rap music anymore. I 
don’t know if I myself could respond 
reasonably if I was in this situation.  

If I rose to sudden fame, I’d try to stay 
level-headed and would probably first 
and foremost use the money to sup-
port my mother and to renovate our 
house. I don’t really know if I’d care 
about the public too much. I would 
probably end up being hated for either 
my fashion sense or my lack of tact and 
my apathy towards this world of fame. 
I would most likely try to invest my 
money in such a way that I could re-
main financially stable for the most 
part of my life, while supporting my 
family and friends and also the world 
by giving money to charity.  
 

OKTAVIAN LOIBNER 
is a student at the University of Graz 
(bachelor’s programme teacher train-
ing: English and German). His interests 
are writing and producing music, lis-
tening to hip-hop and classical music, 
drawing and literature. Moreover, he is 
interested in video games. 

 

On the ambivalence of fame 

Leonie Penker 

“Fame is a four-letter word; and like 
tape or zoom or face or pain or life or 
love, what ultimately matters is what 
we do with it.” This quote by Fred Rog-
ers describes precisely how I would 
categorize fame. Fame cannot simply 
be labelled as good or bad. On the con-
trary, the outcome of fame is heavily 
reliant on how the person affected 
deals with it. Fame can be a burden 
that might even break people, but 
fame also means power and entails 
great opportunities.   

Take the infamous 27 Club as a nega-
tive example. The 27 Club is a list of fa-
mous people, such as Jimi Hendrix, 
Curt Cobain and Amy Winehouse, who 
died at the age of 27. As a person of in-
terest, every step you take, all the de-
cisions you make and often even the 
most personal matters are closely ana-
lyzed and judged by the media. That 
leads to enormous pressure and some 
people are unable to deal with it. 

Stars like Leonardo DiCaprio, Angelina 
Jolie and George Clooney, on the other 
hand, have learned to deal with the at-
tention. They use the fact that their  

 
voice is being heard by a broad audi-
ence and their financial resources to 
make a difference regarding topics like 
the environment, women´s rights or 
the rights of homosexuals.   

How somebody deals with fame de-
pends on many different factors, such 
as one´s personality, pre-knowledge 
and support system. If I were famous 
by tomorrow, I think I would have to 
adjust at first, especially as I am a per-
son who likes keeping things private. 
However, I am not a teenager any-
more, I have learned to fight for my 
opinions and I am generally not a very 
sensitive person. Therefore, I would 
try to make the best out of it and try to 
use the newly won attention in the 
best way possible.  
 

LEONIE PENKER 
is a student at the University of Graz 
(bachelor’s programme teacher train-
ing: English and Chemistry). Besides 
her passion for languages and science, 
she is also interested in politics. More-
over, she enjoys visiting foreign coun-
tries and learning about other cultures.

– 
 

“FAME AND FORTUNE ARE NOTHING 
IF YOU’RE NOT HAPPY AND HEALTHY.” 

Erika Slezak 
 

– 
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Book Recommendations 

In case you’re in desperate need of some great reading recommendations, our AAS committee members 
Margit Reitbauer and Caterina Hauser have compiled their top picks for lockdown page-turners. 
 

 
The Jewel  

by Neil Hegarty  
 

A lonely gallerist. A disillusioned artist 
who can’t seem to get over a tragic 
loss. A gay man trapped in an abusive 
relationship. The lives of all these 
seemingly unrelated people revolve 
round one point: a Victorian painting 
by a woman who committed suicide. 
A witty story by an author who has 
been praised for his strong storytelling 
and well-defined characters. 
 

 
Recipe for a Perfect Wife 

by Karma Brown 
 

Alice, a publicist who has just left her 
job, discovers a cookbook that for-
merly belonged to a woman called Nel-
lie. But instead of getting to know new 
recipes, Alice gets to know Nellie, 
whose life, it seems, was not too differ-
ent to her own. 
A thought-provoking page-turner. 

 
The Fault in our Stars  

by John Green 
 

What if you had to live, knowing that 
you’ve entered your life’s final chap-
ter? This is the case for Hazel, whose 
fate is determined by her suffering 
from cancer. But as August Waters en-
ters her life, Hazel’s grey days are sud-
denly filled with a bit of sunshine. 
Funny, thrilling, tragic and heartbreak-
ing all at the same time, The Fault in 
our Stars is an unputdownable classic.  

 

 
The Hundred-Year-Old Man Who 
Climbed Out of the Window and 

Disappeared 
by Jonas Jonasson 

 

On his 100th birthday, Allan Karlsson 
decides he’s had enough of his life, 
climbs out of the window of his room 
in an old people’s home and goes on a 
picaresque adventure. 
A witty story of an atypical runaway. 

 
The Girl You Left Behind 

by Jojo Moyes 
 

Liv Halston, a young Londoner, re-
ceives a painting of a French woman 
from her husband before his sudden 
death. But when all of a sudden, Liv’s 
entourage finds out about the paint-
ing’s true worth, Liv’s life is turned up-
side down.  
Moyes skilfully manages to paint a re-
alistic picture of two remarkable 
women and their intertwined lives. 
 

 
The Secret Commonwealth: The 
Book of Dust Volume Two (Book 

of Dust 2) 
by Philip Pullman 

 

Lyra and her daemon Pantalaimon are 
drawn into parts of the world that they 
had no idea existed. On their hazard-
ous journey that leads them to unseen 
places, they try to find what is lost. 
Fantasy like you’ve never read it.  

all pictures on this page taken from: 
Goodreads 
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Cooking Corner: Lemon Drizzle Cake 
 
In light of the outbreak of a dangerous virus, it is probably a good idea to boost our immune systems. And 
what better (and more delicious) way of getting your daily vitamin C kick can you think of than eating a nice 
piece of Lemon Drizzle Cake? And the best thing is: this slightly adapted version of a BBC recipe is really 
quick and easy to make!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

You will need: 

225 g softened butter 

225 g caster sugar 

4 large eggs 

225 g flour 

2 tsp baking powder 

150 ml milk 

1-2 organic lemons (zest & juice) 

85 g icing sugar 

 

 

How it’s done: 

1. Mix the butter and the caster sugar until they 
form a homogenous, smooth mixture.  

2. Add the eggs one at a time and incorporate 
them into the butter-sugar mixture. 

3. Grate the zest of one to two lemons and 
squeeze the juice from them. 

4. Add the lemon zest to the batter. 
5. Next, sift in the flour and the baking powder 

mix until the batter is smooth. 
6. Grease and line a baking tin. 
7. Pour the batter into the lined baking tin and 

bake it for around 50 minutes. 
8. Meanwhile, mix together 85 g of icing sugar 

and the juice of your lemons to make a glaze. 
9. Once your cake has cooled down a little, driz-

zle the glaze over it. 
 

 

At a glance… 
 
serves: 8-10 people (although we 
recommend a slightly larger por-
tion if your immune system (or 
your belly) needs an extra kick) 

difficulty: easy peasy 

preparation time: around 30 min 

baking time: around 30-50 min 

 

recipe adapted from: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/food/recipes/easy_le-

mon_drizzle_cake_78533 
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Throwback: Events Winter Term 2019/20 

Remember the days when concerts weren’t cancelled, and when you could spend your evenings going to 
parties, get inspired by great presentations and learn new skills at fun workshops? In case you’ve already 
forgotten about those days, here’s a little throwback to the Anglo-Austrian Society’s best events last 
semester. 
 

AAS Talk: Why on-screen representation matters 

We’ve all probably had the painful experience of being left 
out. And whilst being forgotten about every once in a while 
can be hurtful, consciously being ignored can prove to be 
heart-breaking. It is this uncomfortable feeling of being left 
out that a great number of minority groups experience in 
their everyday lives. One central part of this ignorance vis-à-
vis minorities is a lack of diversity when it comes to casts and 
characters represented in mainstream entertainment media 
– for most of us, an integral part of our life. In her inspiring 
AAS talk, Paige Baralija shed light on this important topic and 
made clear why on-screen representation indeed matters. 
 

  

 

Irish Dancing Workshop 

To this day, Irish dancing continues to be an integral part of 
Irish cultural heritage and countless people in Ireland enjoy 
partaking in this part of folklore. But over the past couple of 
decades, Irish dancing has also managed to become more 
popular in other Western countries, with Austria being no 
exception. For all of the Irish culture aficionados (and those 
who might want to become one) among our AAS members, 
we hosted an incredibly successful Irish dancing workshop, 
led by Victoria Eibinger. After being provided with a short 
history of Irish dancing and warming up, it was time for the 
enthusiastic participants to try out their newly acquired 
knowledge, which proved to be both funny and strenuous at 
the same time. But in the end, everybody succeeded in tun-
ing in with the rhythm and the participants were even able 
to show off their skills in a short performance, in which they 
completed the first step of the so-called “Beginner Reel”. 
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AAS Christmas Party 
It has meanwhile become a tradition for the AAS to invite its 
members to its annual Christmas party to end the year on a 
festive note. As usual, the Merscheinschlössl served as a fan-
tastic venue which added to the pre-Christmassy spirit. After 
a charming festive speech by AAS president Margit Reit-
bauer, the Pennyless Players entertained the audience with 
a hilarious improv show. The pleasant atmosphere was fur-
ther enhanced by a witty Christmas story read by Caterina 
Hauser and amazing music by The Dublin Road Irish Session 
Group. And for all guests who felt like gambling a bit, there 
were fun party games with great prizes. But after all, it was 
not the games, the food and the drinks that made all the 
guests feel welcome, it was the great talks and the pleasant 
atmosphere that allowed everyone to slow down a bit in a 
period that can be extremely hectic for so many of us. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

all pictures on this double page taken from: 
AAS photo archive 
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What’s coming next? 

Corona Crisis Update 
 

Due to the current coronavirus outbreak, all events have had to be cancelled. 
We hope that you are safe and healthy and that we’ll be able to welcome you at 

one of our events as soon as this crisis is over! 

 

We’re looking for your ideas! 

Do you have any great ideas on what events the AAS could organise? 

Do you have an inspiring story to tell, some great advice to share or an interesting (research) project you 
want to let the world know about in the next instalment of our AAS talks? 

Then get in touch with us!  

 
Once all of this is over… 

Pub Quiz 
 

Our pub quiz was fully prepared – and so was our quizmaster Nick Scott. But then, corona got in the way… 
But we can’t wait to see you at our next pub quiz, which will probably take place in early autumn. 
 

 
 
 
 

Check out our website and follow us on social 
media to stay up-to-date and not miss any of 
our future events:  

AAS committee & editors 
 

   

Margit Reitbauer 
Sarah Mercer 
Caterina Hauser 
Georg Pickl 
 
Unless specified otherwise, all pictures used were taken from Pixabay. Anglo-Austrian-Society angloaustriansocietygraz https://angloaustrian-

society.wordpress.com/ 
 

Source: Facebook 

Source: Instagram
 


